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1.  Importance of the Census

The last census in the GDR was taken on 31 December 1964.  [omitted]

A new census was required for 1 January 1971 so that comprehensive statistical information was available for planning for the period 1980-1985.
The results of the census aided in taking measures to strengthen the GDR in general and to improve the working and living conditions of the citizens.
Compared with 1964, the 1971 census was enlarged to cover education and dwelling conditions.  Thus the preparations were much more complex.  [omitted]
[p. 3]

[omitted]

For the first time, a dwelling census and a population census were conducted together and created the basis for the analysis of the relationships between the structures of families, households and dwelling.
The use of the same organisation and the same census apparatus for counting both resulted in lower costs than if the two censuses had been done separately.

[omitted]

On  30 April 1969 a test census was conducted in the region of Potsdam.  The goal was to determine what questions should be posed to the population.  Only those questions were posed which resulted in information absolutely necessary for governing the state and which could be answered correctly.
[omitted]

[p. 4]
2.  Legal foundation

[omitted]

[p. 8]

3.  Forms and questionnaires

The following forms and questionnaires were used:

-  Household questionnaire  (see appendix 4)

-  Dwelling questionnaire (see appendix 5)

-  Building questionnaire (see appendix 6)

-  Institution questionnaire [This seems to be line  added late to the document at hand.  That questionnaire is not covered in the documentation.]

The household questionnaire was used to capture the persons living in one person or multiple persons households.  It contained the following group of questions:

-  sex and date of birth

-  marital status, date of marriage, number of children from current marriage

-  types of income

-  address of principal and secondary place of residence

-  occupation and job

-  education

The dwelling questionnaire captured all the dwellings in residential buildings  and the dwellings in non-residential buildings and temporary shelters occupied by single person or multiple persons households.
It contained the following questions:

-  facilities in the dwelling

-  auxiliary rooms

-  kitchen/kitchenettes

-  rooms for living

[p. 9]

The building questionnaire captured all residential buildings regardless whether they were occupied or vacant. Non-residential buildings and temporary shelters were recorded only if they had at least one dwelling.

It contained the following questions:

-  type of building

-  ownership

-  condition of building

-   year of construction and number of floors

-  water supply and waste water systems

[omitted]

[p. 12]
4.  Organisation

[omitted]

[p. 13]

See organisation chart in appendix.

The central census office had the overall management responsibility.  It decided on all methodological and organizational aspects, prepared all forms, devised a public communication program  and planned the processing and analysis phases.

The existing 15 regional [counting] offices  were responsible for all preparatory steps and for conducting the actual census in their regions.  They had close contact with all relevant regional [administrative] bodies and informed the president of the regional councils about the status of the census preparation and execution. [omitted]

The county census offices existed as temporary organizations [for the period of the census] and were responsible for preparatory steps and for conducting the actual census in their area.  They were responsible for

-  cooperation with other local organizations
-  concrete cooperation with in the county census commission

-  ensuring adherence to the law and regulations

-  training and control of the work of the organisation offices in counties and cities

-  checking the completed questionnaires and provision of the interim counts.

[omitted]

[p. 25]

The census used honorary enumerators and enumeration instructors. Each enumerator covered a census section of 18 to 22 dwellings.  Each enumeration instructor was responsible for 5 census sections.

[omitted]

[p. 26]

Institutions (collective dwellings) were counted through a separate process, not as part of the regular census sections.

[omitted]

[p. 27]

Not included in the census were such buildings which were occupied exclusively by foreign citizens and by Soviet military personnel and their families.  But foreigners who were registered for a stay of more than 6 months for reasons of studying and working were included in the count.

[omitted]

[p. 29]

In the GDR

67,363 census areas with a total of

316,264 census sections 
were delineated.

[p.32]

The enumerator was responsible for

- verifying before census day that the buildings, dwellings, and households and their members, assigned to him/her, could be covered,
-  distributing the questionnaires to the persons responsible for completing them,

-  collected all filled out dwelling and household questionnaires,

-  checking the completeness of all questions,
-   filled out the building questionnaire,

-   prepared the questionnaires for electronic data capture.
These organizational responsibilities were important and required conscientiousness.  Even more important was that the enumerator saw his work as a political task which was connected to the societal and economical requirements of the state.  That allowed the enumerator to speak to each citizen about the basic questions of our politics and to make a valuable contribution in explaining the politics of our worker and farmer state.
[omitted]

[p. 33]

The enumeration instructor was responsible for

-  conducting the census in his assigned area

-  for training and supervising the enumerators in his area

-  for checking the completeness of the questionnaires  and control sheets

-  for the processing of interim census results for his area.

[omitted]

[p. 34]

The approximately 430,000 enumerators and enumeration instructors did good work 

[omitted]

[p. 43]

[Some comments from the population made to enumerators:]

“What’s the matter with the coal supply?  In February I ordered coal and still today nothing has been delivered.”

“Where is it written that I have to answer?  Only when our dwelling….roof….house has been repaired are we willing.”

“You just want to snoop in our family affairs or want to know how many TVs we own.”

[omitted]

[p. 44]

The counting of persons living in institutions was integrated  with the general census process.  Institutions were collective dwelling for the accommodation and care of citizens who for reasons of working, training or studying, or for educational, health, social or other reasons needed to be accommodated collectively.

For purpose of the census, institutions were, for example, collective dwellings for workers, nurses, students, apprentices, pupils as well as permanent homes for children, youth facilities, retirement homes,  permanent care homes, mother homes and others. 

All institutions in which at least one person was registered with principal or secondary residence were to be listed in an “institution list”.  The heads of the institutions were responsible for orderly conducting the census in their respective institutions.

Every person who was registered with principal or secondary residence in the institution received a single person questionnaire.  For those persons who were temporarily absent, a questionnaire was to be completed using the information in the institution records.  For those persons not able to fill out the questionnaire, the head of the institution did so.
[omitted]

[p. 45]

Census reporting date was 1 January 1971, 00:00.  People who died after that date were to be counted.  Children born after that date were not to be counted.

[omitted]
[p. 51]

5.  Public communications

The 1971 Census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings was regarded, similar to the census taken after founding the GDR,  as a large, politically important project.  Only through organizing broad based socialistic team work during the preparation, collection and analysis phases could the goal be reached.  On a central basis, it was important to develop a leadership for political mass movement in the regions, counties, cities and villages which ensured broad support among the population  for the census and created in the households and families an atmosphere of  sympathetic cooperation to provide correct responses.
[omitted]

[p. 57]

6.  Processing
After the first phase of the census, that is the preparation, the collection of data for persons, dwellings and buildings and the manual processing of the material by the local organizations, followed the second phase of processing the data.  That included the processing of the forms within the total statistical apparatus and computer processing.
In this phase were processed

-  6.6 million household questionnaires with 17.1 million persons,

-  6.2 million dwelling questionnaires, and

-  2.2 million building questionnaires.

[omitted]

For every collected person, dwelling and building a punched card was created.

[omitted]
[p.65]

7.  Analysis
Long before the final results could be made available, interim results were aggregated.  Enumeration instructors  were asked to provide accelerated results for their areas just three weeks after Census day:
-  count of population
-  number of households

-  number of dwellings

-  avearge number of persons by dwelling size

[omitted]

From those numbers, interim results on the level of the GDR were aggregated.
[omitted]

The final results were processed with the aid of computers.  About 1,300 million individual data were the basis for obtaining complex results about the size and composition of the population, households and families, about the work and job structures, the level of education, and the stock and standard of dwellings.  Just after 12 months the results for dwellings and buildings were available and after18 months the results from the census of population and occupation.

[omitted]

[p. 68]

As well, a 5% sample file was created which could be used for subsequent analysis.

[omitted]

[p. 69]

Compared with the last census of dwellings in 1961, the stock of dwelling showed:

-  number of dwellings in 1961:  5,506,980

-  number of dwellings in 1971:  6,057,032

[omitted]

The total dwelling floor space was 351 million square meters or 20.7 square meters per inhabitant.
[omitted]

The population changed from 1964 as follows: 

	
	1964
	1971

	male
	7,748,140
	7,865,265

	female
	9,255,515
	9,203,053

	total
	17,003,655
	17,068,318


[omitted]
Appendices
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A1  Statistical practice

From  a speech by the director of the central administration for statistics, Prof. Arno Donda, before the people’s chamber. [omitted]

[p. 75]

A2  Law (part I)

[omitted]

[p. 77]

A3  Law (part II)

Law for the taking of  Censuses in the GDR from 1 December 1976

[omitted]

[p. 80]

A4  Household questionnaire
Household questionnaire

1971 Census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings
[identification and control numbers]

Region:
County:
City, village, city district:
Local station:
Enumeration district:
Enumeration area:
Number of building in building list:
Number of dwelling in dwelling list:
Number of household in household list:
On 1 January 1971 a census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings will be conducted in the German Democratic Republic [GDR] (according to the law of 1 December 1967).
The Census of population and occupation is conducted to obtain precise information about the size and composition of the population, households and families and about occupational structure and level of education.  The results serve as scientific base for forecasting and planning and for taking measures to improve the economic, cultural and social living conditions of the population.  Thus, conducting the census is in the interest of every citizen.
The census takes place with the cooperation of all levels of society from which many volunteered as honorary [unpaid] enumerators.  All persons involved with the census are obliged to treat all information obtained through the census as confidential.  The answers will only be used for statistical purposes.  (Paragraph 4 of the [census] law).
Instructions for the completion of the household questionnaire

Who receives a household questionnaire and what defines a household?

Every household receives a household questionnaire.  All those persons belong to a household who live and keep house together.  A person living and keeping house alone is considered a household and receives a household questionnaire.  Subtenants are treated as separate households.
Who should complete the household questionnaire?

For a household with several members, the person contributing the most to the [economic] livelihood of the family is responsible for answering the questions for all members.

In a household with a married couple, one of the spouses is normally responsible for filling out the questionnaire.
Persons living alone and forming their own household fill out a household questionnaire for themselves.

Persons responsible for filling out the questionnaire are obliged by the census law of 1 December 1967 to answer all questions in the household questionnaire truthfully, completely and in due time.

Which persons need to be entered into the household questionnaire?

The person responsible for filling out the questionnaire enters all persons which belong to his/her household and which must have registered with the police [local registration office] that they live at the address of the dwelling (as principal or secondary residence) [GDR had central registration of place of residence for all persons].
Those persons should not be left out who are not present in the household on census day, for example household members who travel or are in foreign countries for business reasons, who are attending training courses or are temporarily in hospitals, or who are in basic military service.  Also those members should be entered who have moved to a secondary residence for reasons of job training, work, or study.
Also to be included are household members in prison.

Persons who died after 00.00 hours on 1 January 1971 are to be listed.

Children born after 00.00 hours on 1 January 1971 are not to be listed.
Visitors are not to be listed.

For persons with more than one place of residence:

Persons who have more than one place of residence for reasons of job training, work or study should be included with all their characteristics in the household questionnaire which has to be filled out at their principal place of residence.  Principal place of residence is the address registered [with the local authorities] as the address of the permanent dwelling according to the registration requirements.
These persons should also be entered with all their characteristics into the household questionnaire at their secondary places of residence.
Name of the person responsible for filling out the questionnaire: [free text field]
Street address:  [free text field]
Do you live in the dwelling as (mark one of the following):  tenant (1), member of a housing cooperative (2), owner (3), subtenant (4) 

Should you have questions when filling out the questionnaire please contact your respective enumerator.

Please have the household questionnaire ready for pick up on 2 January 1971.
[One form could accommodate answers for 4 persons.  For each person the form contained the following questions]

1.    Name, First name: [free text entry]

2.    Sex:  male (1), female (2)
3.    Day, month and year of birth:  [free text entry]

4.    Relationship to person responsible for filling out questionnaire (husband, wife, son, daughter, father, other, grandchild, partner):  [free text entry for all persons other than person 1]

5a.  Marital status:  single (1), married (2), widowed (3), divorced (4)

5b.  In which year was the current marriage established? (Only to be answered for married persons): [free text entry]
5c.   Number of children born in the current marriage (only to be answered for married women): [free text entry]

6.     What types of income do you have?  (Persons with several types of income mark several):  income from employment, apprenticeship pay, scholarship, pension, social assistance, half or full orphan pension, other types [free text entry], without own income
7a.     Address of principal residence according to GDR identification card:  county, city, street [free text entries]
7b.     Address of secondary residence according to GDR identification card:  county, city, street [free text entries]

Questions about employment (To be answered by all working persons including pensioners who still work, but not apprentices and full time students)

8a.    Name and address of place of work (city, street):  [free text field]

8b.    Job done at work (members of administration list their position title): [free text entry]
8c.    Are you gainfully employed as (mark as applicable):  blue or white collar worker (1),  member of cooperative (2), freelance worker (3), self employed (4), assisting family member (4)

Questions about completed level of education  (Persons with several completed levels of education list all of them. In case of several completions on the same level the last one obtained is to be listed.)
9a.   Did you complete grade 8?  If yes, in which year?:  [free text entry]

9b.   Did you complete grade 10 (intermediate level)?  If yes, in which year?: [free text entry]

9c.   When did you complete the abitur [access to university]?  If yes, in which year?  [free text entry]

9d.    Do you have a craftsman certificate?  If yes:  year of completion [free text entry],  subject [free text entry]
         In case of  a second craftsman certificate: year of completion [free text entry],  subject [free text entry]

9e.    Do you have a master craftsman certificate?  If yes:  year of completion [free text entry], subject [free text entry]

9f.     Do you have a technical college certificate?   If yes:  year of completion [free text entry], subject [free text entry]

9g.    Do you have a university degree?  If yes:  year of completion [free text entry], subject [free text entry]
9h.    What other levels of education do you have completed?  [free text entry]
To be answered for persons not working any more

10.     Were you at the end (choose from the following):  blue-collar worker, white-collar worker, member of a farmer or gardener or fisher or [FPG?] or tradesman cooperative, partner in a limited company, commission trader, tradesman, retailer, active in small trade, free lance worker, self employed? [free text]
[p. 83]

Explanations to questions on the household questionnaire

To question 5c:  Number of children born in the current marriage

All children born in the current marriage are to be included even if they do not live in the household or have died already.

To question 7:   Address of principal and secondary residences

Question 7 is to be answered for all persons belonging to the household.  
For 7a the address of the permanent residence is to be entered.  Has the person only one residence then question 7a is to be answered and question 7b remains unanswered.

In case were the person has two residences for reasons of employment, training or education then 7a is the address of the permanent residence and 7b of the secondary residence.  As a rule the principal residence is the address of the dwelling of the family to which the person belongs and from which the person is temporarily absent.
Persons with a GDR state identity card use the address entries [for both principal and secondary addresses] to answer questions 7.
To question 8: Employment

The question is to be answered also for seasonal workers if they are employed at census day.  Persons looking for work answer only questions 8b and 8c according to their last employment.

To question 8a:  Name and address of place of work

[rest deals with the peculiarities of the various organizations and conditions in the GDR]
To question 8c:  Are you gainfully employed
[rest deals with the peculiarities of the various organizations and conditions in the GDR]

To questions 9f and 9g:

The subject should be entered, not just the title of the degree, for example, not just engineer but engineer of aeronautics, not just technician but technician in metal mining.

For pedagogical subjects, the title should be added, for example not just mathematics but high school teacher for mathematics.
[rest omitted]

To question 9h:

Examples are: doctoral studies, part time studies

Please check that all questions have been answered completely.

We thank you for your responsible cooperation.

For the completeness and accuracies of all entries sign:

-  Signature of person responsible for filling out questionnaire

-  Signature of enumerator

-  Signature of enumeration instructor
[p. 84]

A5  Dwelling questionnaire

Dwelling questionnaire

1971 Census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings

[identification and control numbers]

Region:

County:

City, village, city district:

Local station:

Enumeration district:

Enumeration area:

Number of building in building list:

Number of dwelling in dwelling list:

Address of dwelling: (street, house number, floor) [free text entry]

The dwelling is located on/in:  Regular floor (1), attic (2), basement (3)
The dwelling is [mark one of the following]:  occupied, vacant, used as doctor’s office / work shop/ boarding house / or similar
Name of person responsible for filling out questionnaire:  [free text entry]

On 1 January 1971 a census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings will be conducted in the German Democratic Republic [GDR] (according to the law of 1 December 1967)

The Census of dwellings is conducted to obtain precise information about dwelling conditions of the population and the stock of dwellings in the GDR.  The results serve as scientific base for forecasting and planning and for taking measures to improve the living conditions of the population in terms of new buildings and maintaining existing buildings.  Thus conducting the census is in the interest of every citizen.

The census takes place with the cooperation of all levels of society from which many have volunteered as honorary [unpaid] enumerators.  All persons involved with the census are obliged to treat all information obtained through the census as confidential.  The answers will only be used for statistical purposes.  (Paragraph 4 of the [census] law).

For what dwellings, and by whom, is a dwelling questionnaire to be completed?

Only one dwelling questionnaire is to be completed for every dwelling, even if several households live in the dwelling.  Where there is only one household in a dwelling, the person who provides the major portion of the livelihood of the family is responsible for filling out the questionnaire.  In cases where several households occupy one dwelling, then each household enters its respective information.
For a dwelling which is not used for residential purposes (e.g. doctor’s office, work shop, boarding house), the user of the dwelling has to complete a dwelling questionnaire as well.  For vacant dwellings the information should be entered into dwelling questionnaires by the owner of the building, by a member of the housing administration or housing steward in cooperation with the honorary enumerator.
Persons responsible for filling out the questionnaire are obliged by the census law of 1 December 1967 to answer all questions in the dwelling questionnaire truthfully, completely and in due time.
Should there be questions when filling out the dwelling questionnaire please contact your  enumerator.

Please have the dwelling questionnaire ready for pick up on 2 January 1971.
[p.85]

Before filling out the questionnaire, please note!

- Make a cross in one of the circles where the choice of answers has been pre-selected!
- Please refer to the explanations on the back of the form!

Instructions for determining the floor space of rooms (section E, C and D)

The floor space of the individual rooms is to be ascertained accurately in square meters.  For rooms with square or rectangular floors, length and width are to be provided.  Length and width are to be measured, not estimated!
Example:  length 5.5.m times width 4.2.m = 23.1 m2
For rooms of square or rectangular size, only the square meters need to be entered.

For rooms with sloping walls or ceilings, only that floor space is to be entered over which the height of the ceiling is a minimum of 1.88 m.

A.  Facilities in dwelling

The dwelling is heated by [one of the following to be marked]: teleheating (1), central or floor heating (2), coal or wood stove (3), electrical, gas or oil stove (4)
The dwelling is connected to the public gas network [mark one]:  connected (1), not connected (2)

Water is supplied through: water pipes in the dwelling (1), water pipes outside the dwelling but within the building (2), other methods (3).

A W.C. is located:  within the dwelling (1), outside the dwelling but within the building, outside the building (3).

A dry toilet is located:  within the dwelling (1), outside the dwelling but within the building, outside the building (3)
The dwelling has a bath/shower:  available (1), not available (2)
The dwelling has hot water supply (hot water tank, or tank-less system):  available (1), not available (2)

B.  Information about auxiliary rooms inside the dwelling.  

[For each of the following, length, width and floor space in meters and square meters respectively are to be entered in free text fields and the sum of all floor spaces to be calculated]
Hallway

Toilet and bath
Toilet

Bath/shower

Storage room

Pantry

Others

C.  Information on kitchens

[For each of the following, length, width and floor space in meters and square meters respectively are to be entered in free text fields and the sum of all floor spaces to be calculated]

Kitchen

Kitchenette

Others

E.  The following will be completed by the enumerator:

number of rooms

number of households

number of persons 

[p.86]

D.  Information about rooms in the dwelling (excluding kitchen and kitchenette)

Each household enters the information about the rooms it occupies.

[The rooms are numbered 1 to 10.  For each room the following fields are to be filled.]

Running number of room:
To which household does this room belong (Name and first name of person responsible for completing the questionnaire) [presumably the household questionnaire]:
Length in m:
Width in m:
Surface in square meters:
Use of the room: occupied (1), vacant (2), used for non-residential purposes (3)
Please check that all questions have been answered comprehensively and accurately.

We thank you for your responsible cooperation.
For the completeness and accuracies of all entries sign:

Signature of person responsible for filling out questionnaire

Signature of enumerator

Signature of enumeration instructor

[p. 87]

Explanations to questions in the dwelling questionnaire

To section A:  Facilities in dwelling

A central heating/floor heating includes forced air heating when the rooms are heated by a central air heater via a duct system.
To section B:  Information about auxiliary rooms inside the dwelling.
Please enter the information for each auxiliary room.  Should there be other rooms than pre-printed, use the free rows (e.g. central hall).  After having entered all floor space calculations, add up the floor spaces and enter the result at the bottom.
Not included are:

Balcony and loggia
Auxiliary rooms outside the dwelling, e.g. basement and attic

To section C:  Information on kitchens
The floor space of a kitchen which is used by several households is to be entered only once.

Should there be more than one kitchen/kitchenette in the dwelling, then each should be listed in a separate row.

A kitchen used also  for eating or sleeping is to be treated as a kitchen (section C) not as a room (section D).  On the other hand a room with  a temporary cooking facility should be treated as a room and not as a kitchen.

A kitchenette is a separate room accessible from another room or hall way or part of a room but constructional separated.
A temporary cooking facility is not a kitchenette.

To section D:  Information about rooms in the dwelling

Rooms are those which are used for living.  They have the following characteristics:

a)  They are enclosed from floor to ceiling by walls.

b)  They get direct day light through windows.

Rooms are also those which have been converted from shops if they meet the above criteria..  Rooms are living rooms, dining rooms, bed rooms, study rooms, children rooms.

Vacant rooms ( because they are damaged or are not rented out) have to listed as well and to be indicated as vacant.

Those rooms should be listed and marked as such which are used for non-residential purposes (e.g. tailor shop, atelier, doctor’s office, for commercial renting).

Each household lists only the rooms used by it and those vacant if they belong to the household and enters for each room the name of the household in the appropriate field.

Example:

A dwelling has three rooms.  It is being lived in by the householder and a subtenant.  The householder uses two rooms.  He determines the measurements and enters the information into the questionnaire and marks them as occupied.  The subtenant occupies one room.  He enters the measurements and marks the room as occupied.

Every room is to be entered separately.
Please ensure that no room is overlooked, even if it is vacant currently.

Please ensure that no room is entered twice.

Enter all measurement with one decimal point.

[p. 89]

A6  Building questionnaire

Building questionnaire

1971 Census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings

[identification and control numbers]

Region:

County:

City, village, city district:

Local station:

Enumeration district:

Enumeration area:

Number of building in building list:

Number of dwelling questionnaires belonging to this building:
Property/building:  Address 

House located: at the front, in the rear, on the side right/left  (underline applicable)

-  For residential buildings, crosses should be made in the applicable circles in sections A – G.

-  For non-residential buildings and temporary shelters, section C – G need not to be answered.

Please note the explanations on the back of this building questionnaire!

A. Type of building

The building is: residential building (1), non-residential building (2), temporary shelter (3)

B.  Ownership of the building
The building is owned by

- state through local housing administration (11)

- state through public council  (12)

- state through people [state] owned business/institution (13)

- housing cooperative (21)

- agricultural cooperative (22)

- other socialist cooperative (23)

- social organizations (30)
- business with state participation (40)

- private property (51)

- denominational property (52)

- private property under state administration (53)

C.  Condition of building

The building has the following condition code:  (1), (2), (3), (4) [see explanations for code]

D.  Year of construction of building

The building was constructed in: before 1870 (1), 1870-1899 (2), 1900-1918 (3), 1919-1932 (4), 1933-1945 (5), 1946-1960 (6), 1961-1965 (7), after 1965 (8).
(If constructed before 1800, in which year?
E.  Number of floors in building

The building has, including ground floor (but excluding basement and not finished attic)

- 1 floor (ground floor) (1)

- 2 floors (2)

- 3 floors (3)

- 4 floors (4)

- 5 floors (5)

- 6-9 floors (6)

- 10-16 floors (7) 

- 17-24 floors (8)

- 25 or more floors (9)

F.  Water supply for building

The building is supplied with water: from public water system (1), from building specific facility (electrical water pump) (2), by other means (3)

G.  Waste water removal for building
Waste water is removed through: public sewer system (1), building specific facility (e.g. septic tank) (2), other means (3)

For the completeness and accuracies of all entries sign:

Signature of enumeration instructor

Signature of enumerator

Signature of person who was consulted
[p. 89  original document has two pages numbered 89]

Instructions for completing the building questionnaire

For which buildings is a building questionnaire to be filled out?

1.  Building questionnaires have to be completed for all residential buildings regardless whether they are occupied, vacant or used for other purposes on census day.  That includes single family, two families or multiple families houses which are constructed as single, double, or row houses.  In the case of double or row houses, or apartment blocks, those parts are considered separate buildings which have dwellings connected to a stair case and which are separated by masonry walls reaching from the basement to the attic; for every stair well a building questionnaire has to be completed.  For a new apartment block with several stair wells, a building questionnaire has  to be completed for each stair well.  Side wings and rear wings which have separate entries are also counted as separate buildings.
For the following buildings only one building questionnaire is to be used:

a) Point houses even if they have several staircases

b) freestanding middle or external staircase houses where the dwellings are accessible via a middle or external staircase.
2.  For non-residential houses (e.g. schools, institutions, administrative buildings) a building questionnaire is only to be filled out if it has at least one dwelling occupied by a household.

3.  For temporary shelters (e.g. barracks, garden house, trailer and similar), a building questionnaire is to be filled out if they are used as permanent residences for one or several households, and are not occupied only temporarily ( e.g. on weekends or during vacations).

Who completes a building questionnaire?

The honorary enumerator fills out the questionnaire for a building as defined above.  He relies on persons knowledgeable about the building,.  [Details left out.]

Explanations to questions in the building questionnaire

To section C: condition of building
The [census] organisation office enters the condition of the building in the control sheet.  From there, the appropriate circle in the building questionnaire will be marked.
Condition 1:  Building in good condition.  No repairs expected for the next while.  (e.g. newly constructed, well maintained buildings, just renovated buildings).

Condition 2:  Building has damages.  Requires fixing of things not working to avoid greater damage in the future. (e.g. damage to roofs, gutters, chimneys, windows, doors, stoves, stucco siding, heating, sanitary facilities).

Condition 3:  Building has major damages which endanger further use.  A general renovation is necessary.  A closing of the building might be necessary if left alone (e.g. major cracks in masonry, heavy mould, wet foundation, not-functioning  water or sewage).
Condition 4:  The building is closed or to be closed by the government authorities because of its bad condition.

Should the information from the organisation office be missing, or not match anymore the obvious real condition of the building, a clarification is required.  (Please consult the “Enumerator Handbook”.)

To section D:  Year of construction

The original year of first construction is to be used regardless of  later additions or renovations;  for reconstruction after total damage [during WW II], the year of reconstruction; for buildings constructed before 1800, a best guess based on surroundings and similar buildings if the exact year is not available.

To section E:  Number of floors

To be counted are the ground floor and all floors above, but not the attic.  Should the attic be finished as living space, then it should be included in the count.

Explanations for all other sections of the building questionnaire can be found in the “Enumerator Handbook”.

[p.90]

A 7  Organisation Chart

[Each enumerator had to cover18 – 22 dwellings.  Each enumerator instructor supervised 5 enumerators and reported to a local or regional “organisation office” which in turn reported higher up.  The Census was conducted by the central statistical office in cooperation with regional and local administrations.]

[p. 91]
A8  Control sheet

Control sheet for the 1971 Census of population, occupation, dwellings and buildings

[The control sheet was used by enumerators and enumeration instructors to list all buildings (and their conditions), dwellings, names of households and the number of questionnaires to be filled out for each building, dwelling and household.]
[p. 94 – 96 omitted]

